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The Aztecs were among the greatest civilizations that have ever existed on Earth.  They were very intelligent and modern for the time period, in which they lived and prospered.  The Aztecs had a very complex religion.  They also used their simple, but effective technology and skills for many purposes.  One of the things they used it for was their agriculture.  All of their skills combined is what made the ancient Mexican civilization so great.


The Aztecs complex religion told a lot about life back in the days when the Aztecs were powerful and strong.  In the age of the Aztecs, all people who inhabited Mexico and the area around it worshiped numerous gods.  They believed that the gods needed sacrifices and offerings so that they would continue to be content. They thought that if they did not please them, the gods would get angry and cause trouble such as drought and famine.  Huitzilopochtli was the god of the Sun and the god of war, and was worshiped more than any of the other Aztec gods.  One of the other important gods that the Aztecs worshiped was Quetzalcoatl, who was the god of self-sacrifice and patron of arts and crafts.  Each part of the day had a different god to watch over it while people traded and went on with their daily business.  Priests had to live in chastity and had to know and understand about various things such as astronomy, astrology, rituals and ceremonies, and the art of picture drawing.  Games were also part of the Aztec religion.  In one popular game you would try to knock a rubber ball using only your hips and thighs through a ring that protruded from a wall.  The game was very similar to basketball however you would be sacrificed to the gods if you lost and the winner would get prizes of gold and precious metals.  Sacrifices were held often to please the Aztec gods and they would do this at celebrations and festivals too.  Some sacrifices involved burning a person or animal alive or even cutting open a live being chest and ripping their heart out to eat it.  The only reason the Aztecs were cannibals was because of their religion.  Their religion said that they had to do this or else the gods would punish them.  This Aztec religion however did not continue because of the Spanish conquest, which introduced Christianity to the Aztecs.  Some of the Aztecs did not follow the Christian religion though and some traditions from Aztecs religion are still found in Mexico.  Religion was everywhere in the Aztecs everyday lives and was very important to their civilization.


The Aztecs were very intelligent people.  They had inventive and useful technology.  When the Aztecs were setting up their empire they found a place in the middle of Mexico to build up their civilization.  The site they found was an island in the center of Lake Texcoco, to build the great city of Tenochtitlan.  The island was attached to the mainland by giant causeways, which were made of a kind of rock or cement like material.  The causeways isolated the island from any attack because they were the only way to get to the city.  The Aztecs used simple but functional tools to get their daily work done.  The Aztecs sometimes relied more on their human skills instead of using mechanical tools or devices.  The Aztecs made giant temples for their rulers, which were very well made and corresponded with the sun.  The Aztecs also created a solar calendar, which consisted of 365 days of which, was made up of 18 months each with 20 days.  The Aztecs also used a very complex system for their farming, which was mostly done on the lakebed.  Most of the Aztecs structures that they built were made of stone or limestone.  Using these materials and the tools that they created they were able to create and build very large cities compared to what there were in other places during their time.  Using itztli, a very hard mineral, they were able to make tool and weapons for many different uses.  They were even able to cut metals and other things that were very hard to cut using existing technology.  They were able to make beautiful jewelry with gold, silver and other metals they knew of.  For hunting they would make snares, traps and bows and arrows which were very effective.  The Aztecs did not have things like gunpowder or glass but they were able to use what they had.  The Aztec civilization survival, depended on the skills and technology that they possessed.


The Aztec civilization was founded on agriculture.  One of the most impressive things that they did was build plots on the Lake Texcoco.  They would make a long, narrow area which would be fenced in, then it would be filled with mud and decaying plants.  They would lay the plots very close to each other so that only a small canoe would be able to pass between them.  The Aztecs principle food was tortilla, which they called tlaxcalli, and they were able to get their meat from various animals such as deer, rabbit, duck, turkey and geese.  The Aztecs only domesticated animals were turkeys, dogs,  bees, cochineal insects and Muscovy ducks.  Other foods that were harvested from their soils were bananas, cacao, Indian corn and sugarcane.  Actually the Aztecs economy was very dependent on farming, mostly on cultivation of corn.  The Aztecs were also said to have the most beautiful flowers and plant life in the entire world.  Even when the Europeans first stepped onto the land of Mexico, the magnificent beauty surprised them.  For farming the Aztecs used irrigation, terracing and fertilization to help their crops grow.  To get fields ready for crops, they would use a technique called slash-and-burn farming.  This is when the field was cultivated for 2 to 3 years so that the soil would be in good shape and be more fertile for the farming.  The Aztecs were forced to grow their crops in fairly dry climates but still be able to succeed in harvesting enough food.  When the Aztecs first established themselves the conquered cities paid tribute by giving the city of Tenochtitlan large amounts of food and other goods.  Most of the time the Aztecs did not suffer drought and when they did they would sacrifice women and children which seemed to start more good times for their farming and agriculture.  They were very intelligent by using fertilization and irrigation and showed that even if they were not in the most desirable area for farming, they could still do it.  Aztec agriculture was definitely very advanced for the times.


All aspects of the Aztec civilization contributed to their great time that they had on the Earth.  The Aztecs have not survived the test of time however and most of the Aztec religion and agriculture is gone.  There are still Aztecs but not nearly as many as there had been when their empire dominated over all other peoples.  Because of their greatness when they did exist, they will probably be studied for a very long time and perhaps forever by schools and other inquisitive minds.
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