Introduction to the Sociology

The Sociology is a common language, used by all the specialists of the social sciences. As all the contemporary sciences,build its objective starting from the reality in function of its body of hypotheses and theories, could divide in:  

· Positive Social Science   

· Normative Social Science  

To the physicist is not necessary a lot to explain that creates a positive science, because it doesn't exist moral in physics; to the opposite, all the social lifetime  is organized driven by the morals and by laws.The moral science is the science of the Law ; they intend the knowledge of the moral and juridical rules  to deduce practical and juridical rules.  
For the sociologist, a reprehensible conduct is as normal as an occult conduct for the society.Think about schemes, ideal types,which allow to avoid ambushes.Its a procedure preferred by the sociologists that it is an analysis of the practical implications of the Moral Theology, that take us to build a model of vision of the world and of the conduct.  

On the theories of the research, to the sociologist is not enough to nurture its reasoning with the study of the facts.The Sociology elaborates its object,the social facts,starting from the reality, and it is not enough  that pre-determined reality.Many times the sociologist finds in a certain problem, itheoric instruments,even a simple description of the phenomenons in exact and significant lathes.  

For the Sociology, as well as for another sciences, the main problem resides in the distance among the observer and observed. And it studies itself somehow, while its tudies its fellow creatures. With the aid of these techniques and methods, the sociologist tries to reconsider the social problems.  

The study techniques and intervention are relatively important for certain problems that raised the great thinkers' of the antiquity reflection and that, they continue to worry the sociologist nowadays. In the majority of the cases, the sociologist's position could be compared the doctor's :he is front to a phenomenon on which if he/she is asked to make a diagnosis and soon after so that he/she finds an action method.  

The sociologist-consultant should understand the totality of the situation which is presented; for so much, it is necessary a research, before interpreting, it is of highest importance, to study it. The sociologist fears the intuitive knowledge of a social situation, as the doctor fears the medicine of the old ones and of the healers.  


The action men's frank trust in the resources of the Sociology doesn't exclude an opposed attitude by the systematic cepticism in the touching of the Social Sciences, on the pretext that the good sense is enough.If the action man finds the adapted technique to its case and to apply it correctly, how will he/she interpret the results? It is necessary an information, a theoretical and comparative knowledge of that type of situations; better,a sociological competence that is not improvised.  


We can tell that with Levi-Strauss, that the sociologist that today gives advices,  acts as the astrologer of the century XV, that observed the stars and then build  the action rules for the princes. But the sociologist's true ambition is to understand the social phenomenons, without trying to remove of there daily rules.  

The Sociology is one of the manifestations of the modern thought. The evolution of the scientific thought, starts to cover, with Sociology,a new area of the knowledge not incorporated to the scientific knowledge, that is to say, the social world.  

The appearance happens in a specific historical context, that coincides with the last moments of the disaggregation of the feudal society and of the consolidation of the capitalist civilization, representing the elaboration of a group of thinkers.  

The century XVIII constitutes an important mark for the appearance of Sociology.The economic, politic and cultural transformations, that accelerate starting from that time  will place problems for the men. The double revolution that this century testifies - the Industrial and the French - it constituted the two sides of a same process,is said, a definitive installation of the capitalist society.  

Some relationships that the Industrial Revolution has with the formation of the Sociology

The Industrial Revolution represented the victory of the capitalist industry, captained by the manager or capitalist, who concentrating the machines, the lands and the tools under his control, transforming great human masses into simple hard-working unpossed people.  

Each progress in relation to consolidation of the capitalist society represented the disintegration, the isolation of habits and institutions. The use of the machine in the production didn't just destroy the independent artisan, who was submitted to a severe discipline, the new forms of conduct and of work relationships.  

Such modifications could not stop producing new realities for the man of the small rural proprietors' from that time.The disappearance of the independent artisans, the imposition lingering working hours, etc, they had a traumatic effect on millions of human beings.  

These transformations that possessed a cataclysm flavor, made her visible in the industrial cities. These cities went by a vertiginous demographic growth, without possessing , structures for that.  

The consequences of the fast industrialization and urbanization were so visible as tragic: increase of the prostitution,of suicide, of  alcoholism, of the infanticide, of the crime rate, etc.  

One of the facts of larger importance related with the Revolution is the appearance of the proletariat and the historical paper that would carry out in the capitalist society.  

The manifestations of the workers' revolt crossed several phases, with the destruction of the machines, sabotage acts and explosion of shops and robberies and crimes, developing for the creation of free associations, formation of unions. The consequence of this growing organization was that the " poor " stopped confronting with the " rich " ones.  

Thinkers as Owen, William Thompson, Jeremy Bentham disagreed about the life conditions caused by  the Industrial Revolution and the modifications of the industrial society. All they agreed that it produced new phenomenons. What they contemplated and wrote was of highest importance to the formation and constitution of a knowledge on the society.  

The Sociology is an intellectual answer to situations placed by the Industrial Revolution. Its analysis themes and reflection are as the situation of the working class, the appearance of the industrial city, etc. It is the formation of a social structure, the capitalist society which impels a reflection about the society, the transformations, the crises and its class antagonisms.  

The economic transformations didn't stop provoking the modifications of knowing the Nature and the culture.  

The science went by a notable progress,changing even the location of the planet Earth in the Cosmos. The philosophical thought contributes to popularize the progresses of the scientific thought.  

For Francis Bacon, the Theology would stop being guided by the thought.The systematic employment of the reason,the free analysis of the reality,would characterize the thinkers of the century XVIII,the ones called racionalists, who represented a great progress to free the knowledge of the theological control, of the tradition, of the revelation and consequently, to the formulation of a new intellectual attitude before the phenomenons of the Nature and of the culture  

The French thinkers tried not just to transform the old set knowledge forms in the tradition and in the authority, but the own society. Iluminists who where positioned in a revolutionary form,attacked the foundations of the feudal society,the privileges of the dominant class and the restrictions that  imposed to the economic and political interests of the bourgeoisie.  

The dominant classes of the feudal society and the bourgeoisie that takes the philosophers, its intellectual representatives to attack the existent society openly.  

Iluminists were influenced by Newton more than by Discard, therefore they insisted in an explanation of the reality based in the sciences of Nature,and when studying the institutions of the that time ,demonstrated that they were irrational and unfair,and that impeded the freedom of the men.The knowledge of the reality and the disposition of transforming was an alone thing.  

The growing rationalization of the social life was not a privilege of philosophers and men that were devoted to the knowledge; the common man also stopped facing the social situations as sacred phenomenons thinking of noticing them as products of the human activity.  

The bourgeoisie invested with determination against the foundations of the feudal society trying to build a State that had autonomy in face of the Church, and  protected and  motivated the capitalist company, its lunge to the power which happened at the end of the old regime,even the revolution  had not still completed a year of objective existence.The object of  revolution  was to abolish the old society form and to promote deep innovations in the economy.  

After having destroyed the politics institutions, it suppresses the civil and dumb institutions, soon after, the laws, the uses, the habits and even the language, it knocks down the barriers of the empires and it arrives at the same time and to win them for its cause.  

Tocqueville, Durkheim, Saint-Simon,Comte,LePlay, among others, contemplated on the Nature the  consequences of revolution.They used several expressions in their works as a judgement form to   new reality provoked by the revolution. They intended to institute a science of the society. Through laws that governed social facts. The founders of the Sociology assumed that they intended to establish the stabilization of the new order.   

For Saint-Simon, the philosophy of the century was revolutionary. The one of the century XX should be organizing. For Comte that new theory was denominated Positive, the men should accept the existent order, despising its denial.  

In France, XIX century, the industrial society was based on machines. Highlighted in the textile section. As a consequence of that Revolution Industrial, French workers saw each other in the poverty and unemployed. Starting from to destructions of the machines on the part of the workers in revolt manifestation, it also happened the intensive use of women's cheap work and children and with that the disorder was unchained and the crisis became intensive in the French society, the economic crises and the fights among classes.  

Durkheim affirmed that the Sociology would proceed with practical interests and not ascharm. The new science rethought the problem of the social order, emphasizing the importance of the institutions.  

LePlay said that is the  family and not the isolated individual that possessed significance for the understanding of the society.  

Comte, by his turn said that the Sociology should be guided in the sense of to know and to establish that that denominated " Unalterable Laws of the Social " Life, referred to new science as social physics. Starting from there, it was understood  that the Sociology was a creation of the positivism separating the social phenomenons in face of the economic ones.   

It is in this Sociology that the proletariat finds the base for its new fights practices. As science, the Sociology contains the desire to interfere in the direction of the civilization, be so much to maintain, as to alter the foundations of the society.  

