Consumption and production of beef contributed to the shaping of modern world in many ways. Since early days of world's history cattle played an important role in lives of humans. A cattle was used practically in everything: meet as food, skin as clothes, bones as tools. Or they were used as sacrifices to limitless gods and goddesses. At first organized cattle grazing almost did not exist due to the mostly agricultural society, but it was about to change. The change came from the east, from the area known now to be the steppes of Ukraine. And people called Kurgans (named after the Russian word kurgan-tumulus that they left behind) brought it. They were first people known to breed horses, but their primitive grazing techniques depleted the land and they were forced to move west. The Kurgan people were important because they brought different ideas to the rest of Europe. Kurgans brought the mounted horse and cattle culture. Their superior military techniques and a horse gave Kurgan people great advantage over peaceful people of agricultural societies who had neither military nor defenses. Kurgans brought the new sense of utilityrism to the world. In many instances a cow or a bull was used for sacrifices to gods and it was not something to own, but later, it began to change. Kurgans transformed the Europe over the period of 3000 years into the barbaric society where power and wealth (cattle at that time) was everything, just like in modern day capitalism. 


Kurgan people prepared the Europe for modern days. Kurgans passed their values of cattle and grazing land to the inhabitants. It changed the life styles, values and habits of billions of people and ecosystems in all continents of the world. Descendants of Kurgan people and Neolithic farmers conquered or controlled Americas, Australia, and Southeast. People were abscessed with meat especially beef. People of Europe paid gold for spices like pepper just to give a new test to beef. This love for spices and gold completely changed America, millions of lives of native people were lost during the conquest. Complete ecosystems were changed. In one case, whole population of buffaloes was exterminated to get rid of Indians and to make room for new grazing land for cattle. Beef economy influenced many political policies worldwide. For example most of capital that went into the production of beef in early America came from England, and their love for fattened beef influenced the way we feed cows - with corn and other grains. While many people are suffering from hunger. Over 1/3 of all grain production in the world is used food for cattle. 

Socialism -- If you have 2 cows, you give one to your neighbor. 
Communism -- If you have 2 cows, you give them to the government; and the government gives you some milk. 
Fascism -- If you have 2 cows, you keep the cows but give the milk to the government, who then sells you the milk at a high price. 
Nazism -- If you have 2 cows, the government shoots you and keeps the cows. 
New Dealism -- (FDR Version) If you have 2 cows, you shoot one, milk the other one; then pour the milk down the drain.
Capitalism -- (Reaganomics) If you have 2 cows, you sell one and buy a bull; you then sell all the excess milk to the government who in turn ships it to fascist and communist governments. 
Anarchism -- If you have 2 cows, your neighbor on your left takes one cow, and the one on the right takes the other; while your backyard neighbor takes the milk, the bucket and the stool. 
Utopianism -- If you have 2 cows, Mother Nature zaps the cows, turning their udders into eternal milk-shake dispensers.
Pure Socialism -- You have two cows. The government takes them and puts them in a barn with everyone else's cows. You have to take care of all the cows. The government gives you as much milk as you need. 
Bureaucratic Socialism -- You have two cows. The government takes them and puts them in a barn with everyone else's cows. They are cared for, by ex-chicken farmers. You have to take care of the chickens the government took from the chicken farmers. The government gives you as much milk and eggs as the regulations say you should need.
Pure Communism -- You have two cows. Your neighbors help you take care of them, and you all share the milk. 
Russian Communism -- You have two cows. You have to take care of them, but the government takes all the milk. 

Cambodian Communism -- You have two cows. The government takes both and shoots you. 

Dictatorship -- You have two cows. The government takes both and drafts you. 

Pure Democracy -- You have two cows. Your neighbors decide who gets the milk. 

Representative Democracy -- You have two cows. Your neighbors pick someone to tell you who gets the milk. 

Bureaucracy -- You have two cows. At first the government regulates what you can feed them and when you can milk them. Then it pays you not to milk them. Then it takes both, shoots one, milks the other and pours the milk down the drain. Then it requires you to fill out forms accounting for the missing cows. 

Pure Anarchy -- You have two cows. Either you sell the milk at a fair price or your neighbors try to take the cows and kill you. 

Surrealism -- You have two giraffes. The government requires you to take harmonica lessons. 

Programmers-Trying-to-Meet-Year-2000-Deadline -- You have two cows. You keep them both, force them to produce the milk of four cows, then act surprised when they drop dead. 

http://mason.gmu.edu/~msilverm/Humor
The world steer is the globalization and controlling of the beef production by the multinational corporations. This is contributing to the many bad sides of beef industry. The world steer contributes to the ecological destruction of the world. For example the cow's manure produces methane, which contributes to the global worming. Corporations that owning cattle farms in many cases do not care about the ecology of the local area. They are cutting down forests to make room for the grazing land. This also contributes to the green house effect, and land erosion. They are keeping cows happy by spraying them with chemicals against flies and mosquitoes, which in turn goes into the water supplies.

Overgrazing also contributed to the destruction of many spices of animals and plants.


Rifkin claims that the modern cattle complex is cold evil. Yes I do agree with him, but only partially. I think that beef (well meat) is the essential part of our diets (I personally grew up on the potato and cabbage diet and do not have a big love for beef)

Rifkin probably extremist-vegetarian undercover who wants to shut down whole cattle industry and save the world. It is not all that simple. It will definitely help the nature, but the process may take half of human population with it due to the collapsed world economies. This book really has very interesting ideas, and it makes you think (very rare process) but for me it was boring as hell, and the most interesting part was searching for cows on the Internet.

